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Jon Cheek

• Director of UniTasterDays

• Previously worked at three universities

• Now working with schools UK-wide

• Email me – Jon@unitasterdays.com

Who is this guy?
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Member organisation:



What we do:

Launched in 2012 to connect schools with higher education 

institutions. Through UniTasterDays,  universities can:

• Advertise events attracting bookings from school groups 

and/or individual students.

• Use technology to allow universities to list events on their own 

website. 

• Provide a platform to provide university blog content for school 

teachers.

• Book our independent and engaging workshops to support 
school events.
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Firstly some thankyou’s and credits…

Research and Evaluation Lead and partner for the project:

• Matthew Horton, Widening Participation Research Manager at Aimhigher West Midlands

Steering group members:

• Alex Baugh (University of Derby)

• Elliot Newstead (University of Leicester)

• Jasminne Gwalter (Plymouth College of Art)

• JJ Clark (University Centre Weston)

• Jo Ward (University of Cambridge)

• Kate Filimon (University of Huddersfield)

• Louise Meredith (University of Portsmouth)

• Matthew Skidmore (University College London)

• Phil Wagg (Staffordshire University)

• Sasha Leek (Bucks New University)

• Steve Knowles (Coventry University Scarborough)

A further thanks to, our lead at HELOA

• Rebecca Hollington, HELOA UK Vice-Chair (Partnerships)



Taster Days - Open Days - Workshops - School Visits

© UniTasterDays Ltd 2019 - All rights reserved

The background…

- The survey explored the university information, advice and guidance (IAG) 

provided to students whilst at secondary school and college.  

- This is very timely. Careers in schools appears to be more on the agenda now 

than it has been for some time

- Opened on November 5th 2018 – and ran until 10 February 2019. 

- c18% of schools responded (745 respondents)
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What do schools need to do?

Awareness of how the Gatsby Benchmarks relate to higher education.

The Gatsby benchmarks relating to higher education specify that:

- By the age of 16, every pupil should have had a meaningful encounter 

with a provider of the full range of learning opportunities. 

- By the age of 18, all students who are considering applying for 

university should have had at least two visits to universities to meet 

staff and students
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Gatsby Benchmarks
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Gatsby Benchmark Awareness (in England)

68% of schools are 

aware or very aware of 

the university aspects of 

the Gatsby benchmarks.
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When is higher education engagement starting?

Recent reports have stated university guidance should be 

starting in primary schools so we wanted to explore when 

it currently was. 

Quite simply – we asked schools (colleges excluded) 

when their university guidance was starting.
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When is higher education engagement starting?
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The quality of university guidance

Overall how would you rate the university 

information, advice, guidance and 

opportunities provided to students at your 

school or college?
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Schools and colleges consider the university information, advice 

and guidance in their school or college to be generally positive, 

with 84% stating this was either good or excellent. 

The quality of university information, advice and 

guidance in schools and colleges 
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The quality of university information, advice and 

guidance in schools and colleges (by school type)

95% of independent schools stated they provided a good or excellent level of university 

guidance for students. Compared to 79% of schools, 84% of Academies, Free Schools and 

UTC’s and 82% of colleges. The North West is roughly around the average regionally (83.6% 

across all institution types)
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Barriers to accessing university events
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Barriers to accessing university events



Student barriers to higher education?

When speaking to 

students, what do you 

consider to be the 

biggest barrier of the 

following eight choices 

to their university 

participation?
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Earnings – where is the

money?

Barriers...
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1. Tuition Fees

2. Living Costs

3. Their academic ability

4. Family have no HE experience

5. Lack of university IAG provided

6. University not required for career

7. Lack of university aspiration

8. A feeling university isn’t for them

9. No idea!

10.Still no idea!

When speaking to students, what do you consider to 

be the biggest barrier of these eight choices to their 

university participation? What do you think?



Taster Days - Open Days - Workshops - School Visits

© UniTasterDays Ltd 2019 - All rights reserved

Student barriers to accessing university IAG

Almost half (49%) of staff reported that students

were most concerned about the costs of

university tuition fees and they considered this

their greatest barrier to higher education.

The second highest was financial again – with

14% of respondents advising that the second

greatest barrier to higher education participation

were concerns relating to the cost of living at

university.



Taster Days - Open Days - Workshops - School Visits

THANK YOU

© UniTasterDays Ltd 2019 - All rights reserved

www.unitasterdays.com/nationalreview

Jon@unitasterdays.com

http://www.unitasterdays.com/nationalreview

